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Acronyms  

BAT Business Access and Transit 
BRT Bus Rapid Transit 
CIG Capital Investment Grant 
FDOT  Florida Department of Transportation 
FTA  Federal Transit Administration 
GIS Geographic Information Systems  
HART Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority 
MPO  Metropolitan Planning Organization  
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
PCPT Pasco County Public Transportation 
PD&E Project Development and Environment  
PSTA Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority  
RRT  Regional Rapid Transit 
RTFP Regional Transit Feasibility Plan 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 
STOPS  Simplified Trips on Project Software  
TAZ Traffic Analysis Zone  
TBARTA Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Administration 
TBNext Tampa Bay Next 
TOD Transit Oriented Development  
TSMO Transportation Systems Management and Operations 
USF University of South Florida 
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled 
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1.0 Background 
This document summarizes the process, evaluation, and results of the first step (Milestone #1 of 5) of the Regional Rapid 
Transit (RRT) Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) study being conducted by the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA).  

1.1 Project Description and Background 
The concept for the BRT project was identified by the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan (RTFP), a two-year comprehensive 
alternatives analysis. The RTFP assessed the feasibility of potential regional transit options in the urbanized area of the 
greater Tampa Bay region. The plan identified a regional vision as well as the top performing cost-feasible project to be 
implemented first. The project being studied as part of this Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study will serve 
three counties and six Tampa Bay regional activity centers. It will be the first premium transit project connecting 
Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas. The proposed 41-mile alignment, will provide frequent service to Tampa Bay’s 
population and transit corridors, connecting Wesley Chapel, the University of South Florida (USF) area, downtown Tampa, 
Westshore, the Greater Gateway area, and downtown St. Petersburg. The study area and corridor is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Regional Rapid Transit Study Area and Corridor 
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Figure 3: Step One Fact Sheet 

 


